
SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sackets Harbor School District Community, 

We begin each school year with a review of our District’s Mission which is to empower our students to embrace 
life’s challenges with knowledge, character, and a commitment to learning as they become contributing citizens in 
the American democratic way of life.  We hope to fulfill this mission working alongside our parents and families, 
businesses, civic organizations, and local higher education institutions.  Each new school year brings a fresh start 
and a renewed focus on our District’s goals and we are looking forward to what lies ahead in this 2018-2019 
school year!    
 
Speaking of what lies ahead, our Eleventh Annual Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Friday, November 9th 
starting at 8:15 am. All community members are invited to attend as we pay tribute to active and retired members 
of all branches of our Armed Services.  The American Legion Auxiliary and our District invite any and all 
members of our school community to join us in giving thanks to these brave and dedicated men and 
women.           
 
As much as I don’t want to remind you that winter weather is right around the corner, winter weather looms 
near.  This is the perfect time of year to finalize your winter/emergency plans should the need arise for a delayed 
opening, closure, or early dismissal due to inclement weather or emergency situations.  All parents/guardians 
should receive a notification from Sackets Harbor Central School in the event of a delay, early dismissal, 
cancellation, or closure.  If you do not receive the notification via email, text, or phone call, please contact the 
school to have this rectified.  All weather related notifications are also shared via our Facebook Page and with 
local radio stations, with the Watertown Daily Times (www.watertowndailytimes.com) and with Newzjunky 
(www.newzjunky.com).  You can visit any of these sites to get the latest information on school closures, delays, 
cancellations, or early dismissals.  These decisions are not always easy but they are always made, first and 
foremost, on the basis of safety.   I thank you in advance for your support and understanding with this process. 
 
The Board of Education, administration, faculty and staff have been very busy this fall working on variety of 
projects to ensure that our school district is the best it can be for our community.  The Capital Project continues to 
make great headway.  Phase I is nearly complete and we have initiated the Phase II portion of the project.  We 
made a number of improvements to enhance building efficiencies as well as the safety and security of our school 
community.  For instance, new locksets were placed on all doors to ensure a quicker and more efficient lockdown 
response.  There will be additional safety-focused efforts in Phase II.  Please visit our website 
(www.sacketspatriots.org) and click on Capital Improvement Project Updates under the “District” heading for a 
full description of the project and the latest updates.   
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A school is the most important investment a community can make 
in it’s future…. 

A  Message From The Superintendent 
 

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
http://www.newzjunky.com/
http://www.sacketspatriots.org/


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

SHCSD will soon be submitting the Expanded Pre-Kindergarten Grant with hopes of being awarded in November 
2018.  Should we be awarded grant funds, we are required, under the conditions of the grant, to begin the program 
in January 2019.  In anticipation of this possibility, we are asking our school community to spread the word.  We 
may have eighteen slots to fill and need folks to start thinking about this possibility.  While there are no 
guarantees, we remain optimistic as we are one of the few schools in New York State still without a Pre-
Kindergarten Program.   
  
We are wrapping up tax season, monitoring our current budget and working on the start of the 2019-2020 
budget.  We would like to recognize Margaret Kelly, School District Tax Collector, for continuing to do a 
wonderful job ensuring a smooth and efficient collection process.  The District and Village of Sackets Harbor 
again supported a shared-municipal agreement to have tax collection take place in Village Offices.  This has 
allowed for increased hours and a stable location for our residents.  Thanks to Mayor Reilly and to the Village 
Counsel for their continued support of this agreement.   
 
I want to take a moment to also recognize those community members who go above and beyond for our District. 
Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) led by Brenda Derouin, Leslie Gayne, Kathy McKeever, and Jennifer 
Hunter work so hard to plan events, activities, and fundraisers to enhance the school experience.  We appreciate 
their leadership and the volunteerism of many other devoted community members.  From Picture Day to 
Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Breakfast to Activity Nights, the countless hours they donate is so appreciated.   
 
Our Booster Club, led by Sarah Derouin, Courtney Brunet, Connie Flint, and Patricia Gibbons continues to raise 
money to support our student athletes and athletic programs.  This past fall, they organized an under-the-lights 
Senior Night Game to pay tribute to our seniors.  It was two wonderful nights of night soccer.  Regardless of the 
outcome of the games, it was a great experience for our athletes and for our spectators.  I thank them and those 
who have volunteered for our Booster Club.   
 
The fundraising efforts of Mr. Geraci, SHCS Band Instructor, his students, and our Band Boosters to raise money 
for the purchase of new marching uniforms is paying off!  It is because of the rigorous efforts of our Band 
Boosters, including Dean DeVito, Marietta Kitto, and Buffy Peterson, volunteers including Dave and Connie 
Flint, Joe and Marie Fedorko, Tim Scee, James Blodgett and many others, as well as other community 
organizations such as Watertown Savings, Garrett W. Loomis Foundation and the Warthogs Motorcycle Club, 
that we are well on our way to meeting our goal.  Our student marchers may be sporting a new look this spring!  
 
With an eye toward the future, the Board of Education, district administration, faculty and staff hope to can 
capitalize on our strengths and continually improve to enhance our already outstanding educational program.  I 
look forward to working with our faculty, staff, and students this year to promote resiliency.  This partnership, 
combined with a concerted focus on this topic, will support the healthy development and academic achievement 
of all of our students.  Working together, we can ensure that our students will have the best possible educational 
experience.       
 
Sackets Harbor Central School District is a special place and I am humbled and honored to be the superintendent.  
We continue to have amazing educators, the most caring staff, a supportive community, and, most importantly, 
the awesome experience of working with our students each and every day.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday 
season ahead.  I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming concerts, basketball games, and other events, of 
which we have no shortage!   
 
 Warmest Wishes, 
 
Jennifer L. Gaffney  
 
 
 



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 
 
 

       A Message from the Principal: 
 
Dear Sackets Harbor Families, 
 
Thank you for welcoming me to the Sackets Harbor community with open arms.  We are off to 
a great start this year.  I am working hard to build relationships with students, staff and 
families.  Sackets Harbor Central School is truly a special place to be and I am so excited to 
have the opportunity to work here. 
 
We have had several performances for our students this fall.  Students in grades 6-8 and our 
band had the opportunity to see a performance by DownBeat Percussion which was enjoyed 
by all.   Our K-5 students were visited by the Fire Safety Trailer to review fire safety.  They also 
watched The Wacky Science Show which they all enjoyed. 
 
In an effort to educate our students about the dangers of vaping we had students in 6th-12th 
grade participate in a vaping presentation by Reality Check.  This presentation was very 
informative and as a result several students are interested in working with Reality Check to 
promote healthy choices and teach teens about the risks associated with vaping and tobacco 
use.  They will be starting their own group here at Sackets Harbor in early November and work 
with the team from Reality Check. I am excited to see what the group will accomplish this year.   
 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 19th from 12:15 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, November 20th from 12:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you have 
not scheduled a conference for your child in grades K-5 please contact your child’s teacher.  If 
you are interested in scheduling a grades 6-12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call 
Ladonna Moore at 646-3329. 
 
If you have a child who drives to school please make sure that they have their vehicle 
registered with Mrs. Rose in the District Office.   
 
I am looking forward to celebrating the holiday season with you.  The K-5 Holiday Concert will 
be held on December 6th at 6:00 pm.  The 6-12 Holiday Concert will be held on December 13th 
at 6:00 pm.  I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 
My door is always open.  If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to me at any 
time.  I welcome the opportunity to talk with you.  Thank you again for your warm welcome to 
Sackets Harbor.  I am so happy to be here. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Amy Horack 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Amy Fiedler-Horack 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS   
Mrs. Lindsey Allan and Mrs. Jennifer Ashcraft 
 

The children are doing a great 
job of settling into our school 
routine!  We are busy learning the 
sounds that letters make and 
blending them together to make 
words. We have started to add 
some words to work on as well. In 
Listening and Learning, we are 
learning about Native Americans. 
We will soon be discussing different 
Holidays people may celebrate and 
what symbols are associated with 
them.  In math, we are learning 
numbers 0-10 and sets of “more” 
and “less”. We are also working on 
reading and counting up to 20.  

We can’t wait to continue the 
year and learn how to read. Starting 
in January, we will be working hard 
every day to work on our reading 
skills!  
 

 

 

 

 

First Grade 
News! 

SURF’S UP in First Grade 

First graders have DIVED right in and are off to a 
great start!  We have had a very busy beginning of 
the year.  We have learned many new rules and 
routines and are learning how to work 
cooperatively and respectfully with others using 
our BEACH Behavior Chart. 

We have begun testing for bucket words and the 
kids are “SHORE” doing a fantastic job earning 
them.  Keep working at home on these, we 
appreciate your help!   

In writing, the kids have been introduced to 
answering questions by turning the question 
around. We have reviewed how to write sentences 
and will learn more types of writing.  Also, our 
Guided Reading groups are making WAVES as 
they navigate through some new decoding 
strategies! 

We have enjoyed many activities like a trip to the 
apple orchard and making delicious apple crisp! 
The kids also had the opportunity to see military 
training first hand at the Battlefield and interact 
with the many tools used by our brave men and 
women. We also have many activities coming up 
over the next couple of months.  We will be 
studying Fairy Tales, Plants, Veterans Day, and 
Thanksgiving among others. We look forward to 
meeting with all of you at Parent Teacher 
Conferences on November 19th and 20th  to 
discuss your “SAND”sational surfers .  

We are 
looking 
forward to a 
SUN and 
FUN filled fall! 

 

Mrs. Mildren          
and  
Mrs. Smith 
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Second Grade 
 
Aristotle has once said, “Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education 
at all.” We could not agree with this 
statement more.  In second grade, we work 
on developing an environment where 
students can learn and become invested in 
their learning.  This only happens when 
emotions are connected to their learning -  
when they have the opportunities to learn 
and love what they are learning.  Currently 
we are studying Ancient Greece, our second 
graders will be introduced to Aristotle. They 
will have the chance to hear how he has 
influenced our world today and his love for 
learning.  These lessons are outstanding for 
any age and as second grade teachers we 
feel very fortunate to have this opportunity 
to teach lessons on how you can love to 
learn.   
 
November and December will be filled with 
outstanding activities.  After we finish 
studying Ancient Greece and Greek Myths 
we will start studying the War of 1812.  We 
feel fortunate because we are able to teach 
the content and then extend our student’s 
knowledge with a field trip to the Battlefield. 
Students will participate in the 
Commandant’s Christmas Tour to learn 
more the history of Sackets Harbor.  They 
will be allowed to explore the houses on the 
battlefield and make connections from our 
classroom into our community.   
 
Throughout the school year second graders 
will be participating in monthly read-a-thons. 
Each read-a-thon is designed to instill and 
encourage a love of reading in our students. 
Students spend the day exploring new 
reading genres, creating projects and 
spending time with a good book.  
 

 
 
In addition to the Read-a-thons we are also 
implementing a monthly STEM challenge for 
the students. The STEM challenges focus 
on the use of skills within the realms of 
science, technology, engineering and math. 
Students work in groups to create 
structures, solve challenging problems, and 
use a variety of materials in creative and 
imaginative ways.  It has been an amazing 
experience to see what the students come 
up with, and how well they work together to 
achieve their goals.  
 
 

Miss Morgia and Mrs. Shelmidine  
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Mr. Chris Staie and Ms. Miranda Vondell 

 
 

ELA: Third graders have been reading about 
classification of animals based on their features.  
We have been comparing and contrasting the 
characteristics within the five groups of the 
animal kingdom. The students will continue to 
spend time using context clues to determine 
challenging vocabulary and answering text-
dependent questions.  Our next unit in ELA will 
focus on Ancient Roman Civilization and how to 
locate relevant information and specific details 
to develop and answer questions. Third graders 
will also be practicing such skills as using 
prefixes, suffixes, nouns, subject pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and writing a complete 
sentence. In addition to writing responses to 
their reading each day, the students will 
continue to write narratives, opinion writing, 
and poetry.  They will progress to writing 
summaries and essays.  

 

Math: Third graders have investigated 
multiplication and division using concrete 
objects, visual models and are transitioning into 
memorizing basic facts for units of 2,3,4,5, and 
10.  Next, we will be working on place value and 
problem solving with units of measurement.  
They are solving problems every single day 
using strategies learned.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Studies: Students have been identifying 
continents and oceans by using globes and 
maps as well as listing characteristics that make 
up the cultural differences. Our next topic of 
study will be the location of world communities 
using parallels and meridians. 

 

Science: Students will be using the scientific 
process to conduct investigations by observing, 
communicating, comparing, and organizing. 
They are learning how to use centimeters to 
measure small items and meters for larger 
items. They will also be able to compare objects 
using linear measurement.  
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Fourth Grade News 
 

The fourth grade has had a busy start to the 
school year.  We've been fortunate enough to 
have SUNY Potsdam student teachers Mr. 
Cesario and Miss Betty in our classrooms to 
start the year.  The kids have loved learning 
from them.  They will be leaving us towards the 
end of October and will be greatly missed.  We 
took field trips to Thompson Park for the 
Agricultural Extravaganza and to Old 
McDonald's Farm.  We've been studying all 
about the Haudenosaunee, the Native American 
group who lived in our area for hundreds of 
years before the arrival of Europeans.  Expect 
information to come home next month about our 
annual Native American Day celebration and 
feast that will take place sometime in 
December.  We will be asking families to assist 
in preparing traditional Haudenosaunee dishes 
for that day.  In math, we've been learning 
multiplication and division properties and 
strategies, identifying patterns, and place 
value.  In the coming months, the students will 
begin learning to do long multiplication.  This 
may look different than the way you were taught 
years ago, so encourage your children to bring 
home their math text books so you can have 
some insight into different "modern" 
mathematical strategies.  Please encourage 
your child to study their math facts at home as 
well, as we do not spend much time 
during the school day doing this due to 
curriculum demands.  Feel free to 
contact us if you have any questions!  

Mr. Baytos and Mr. Robbins 
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Mr. Andrew Oak and Ms. Jill Vanocker 

               Who can believe that it is already 
November?! This year’s fifth graders are doing an 
excellent job and have been working hard! Our 5th 
Grade School Store is up and running. Students 
have enjoyed interacting with their peers each 
morning. Thank you to everyone for your support!  

In Math, students have covered adding and 
subtracting decimals, multi-digit multiplication and 
are now mastering long division. They are laying the 
foundation for new and challenging topics for the 
remainder of the year. In Science, students created 
ecosystem slideshows which they presented to one 
another and practiced how to provide constructive 
criticism and engage in peer review. Currently, 
students are learning about the phases of matter and 
the interactions between them that occur in our 
world.  

In Social Studies, the students have learned 
about human rights through a close study of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  They have 
learned about how and why this charter was 
established.  In ELA we are reading the novel, 
Esperanza Rising and various informational texts, to 
examine how real people and fictional characters 
respond when human rights are challenged.  The 
students are also learning to identify and explain 
figurative language as well as story elements while 
writing their own narratives.  

Take care and enjoy the upcoming Holiday 
Season! 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY NEWS 

Students benefit from experiences that support the 
development of fine motor skills in the hands and fingers.  
Children should have strength and dexterity in their hands 
and fingers before being asked to manipulate a pencil on 
paper.  Working on dexterity and strength first can 
eliminate the development of inappropriate pencil grasps, 
which is becoming more commonplace as young children 
are engaged in writing experiences before their hands are 
ready.   

You can continue to help promote your child’s fine 
motor and visual motor development at home this 
winter in a variety of fun and creative ways.  The 
following are a few activities that will support and promote 
fine motor and visual motor development. 

 Wheelbarrow walk, crab walk, and wall push-ups 
for joint stability (joint stability: The joints of the 
body need to be stable before the hands can be 
free to focus on specific skilled fine motor tasks).  
Have your child crab walk from the living room to 
their bedroom etc. 

 Make snow angels in the snow.  Mix it up a bit 
and call out various limbs too move, such as “right 
arm, right leg”, “left arm, right leg”, “left arm, left 
leg”, etc.   

 Have your child lace cheerios or popcorn on a 
string for garland or a bird’s treat. 

 Place water and a few drops of food coloring into 
a spritzer bottle.  Have your child spray the water 
outside on the snow and see what colors they can 
create.  Ask them to form various shapes, such as 
a circle, square, triangle, etc. or have them spray 
their name in the snow.   
 

You can also help promote your child’s scissor skills 
at home in a variety of fun and creative ways.   
   

 Use strawberry hullers, bread tongs, or tweezers 
to pick up various sized objects (pom poms, 
marshmallows, erasers, cheerios, M&M’s, etc.)  
Encourage your child to place their thumb on top 
of tweezers/tongs, index and middle finger on the 
bottom and their index and little finger folded into 
the palm of their hand.    

 Cut straws into smaller pieces or cut junk mail. 
 Have your child cut on: 

o wide straight line -> narrow straight  
o wide curved line -> narrow curved line 
o cut out a circle -> square, etc. 

 When cutting, vary the weight of the paper – i.e. 
notebook paper is harder to manage than 
construction paper.  Construction paper and card 
stock are a nice weight and easier to manipulate 
for beginners. 

 Encourage your child to hold the scissors with 
their thumb up (towards to sky) in the small hole 
and their index and middle finger in the larger 
hole.   Your child should also secure his/her paper 
with their non-dominant hand with their thumb on 
top of the paper and fingers underneath the 
paper.   
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News from the Reading Department: 
 

Thank you to all our adult men and 
women who have come in to read and share 
stories with our students this past month. 
Special guests included: Ryan Tastor, Carol 
Barkley, Jennifer Gaffney, Amy Fiedler-Horack, 
Chelsea Nohle, Sandie Butler, our library 
intern—Jamie Lee, and Jennifer Berie. We know 
there were other family and community 
members—thank you to those people as well. 
We would also like to thank the parents, 
families, and students for their great 
participation in the reading and writing spirit 
week. 

  
GET READY to have another Spirit week 

in February right before Dr. Seuss’ birthday and 
to head into PARP. The PARP theme is “Pop 
open a good book” and will begin in March 
2019.  
 

I would like to thank Kathy McKeever, for 
providing ice cream and all the fixings to make 
sundaes for the summer reading parties. We 
would also like to thank A-Plus mini mart for 
providing us with fantastic cheese pizzas for the 
summer reading party as well. They were 
delicious! 
 
 Thank you to our town librarian, Katie 
Riordan and retired teacher Daphne Sterling 
who will be reading to our students at the Hay 
Memorial Library.  It is a great way to start off 
the school year reading and finding out about 
our town library. Make sure you go and visit 
during vacations and the summer, they do a 
great job with all sorts of programs for our 
students. Thank you Katie and Daphne. 
  
 We have been talking about writing 
levels with students this year, ask your children 
what level they are on for writing, and have 
them share their thoughts on this new activity. In  
groups students have set reading and/or writing 
goals that they would like to accomplish. We are  
 

 
 
also talking about the difference between a fixed 
mindset and a growth mindset. Fixed mindset 
people are set in their ways, do not try, hate to 
make mistakes, and get frustrated easily. 
Growth mindset people know that they can learn 
from their mistakes, try new strategies, and put 
forth their best effort in reading and writing. Ask 
you children how they are doing with their 
growth mindset! We both thank you again for 
your support of the Reading program here at 
Sackets Harbor Central. 

 
     
Mrs. Alynda Haycock and  
Mrs. Kathy McKeever 

 
 
  

 

SECRET SANTA SHOP 

                 Mr. Berie 
Find something for everyone on your list!    

We are inviting your children to participate in  
the upcoming Santa’s Secret Shop program at  
our school December 5th , 6th, and 7th during  
school hours.  This valuable program makes it 
possible for our children to experience the 
excitement of choosing their own special holiday 
gifts for family and friends. Santa’s Secret Shop 
will be set up at the school in Room 
112.  Santa’s Secret Shop will be supervised by 
staff and parent volunteers, who will help the 
children pick out and wrap 
their gifts in a familiar, 
comfortable atmosphere.  
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Ms. Leanne Montrois 
 
The first quarter is flying by, and it is hard to 
believe that Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Years are right around the corner, and to make 
things even more exciting, students are learning 
a lot and working hard in English class.  
 

English 9- The class is starting The Hunger 
Games unit, and our focus will be on humanity. 
Students will read the short story “The Sniper” 
by Liam O’Flaherty, Emily Dickinson’s poems 
“Success is counted sweetest” and “Hope, is the 
thing with feathers,” and some information 
articles. The final project will be a class Hunger 
Games, which includes the mini-projects: 
Develop Your Tribute, Muttation Creation, and 
Take It To the Extreme. 
 

English 11- The English 11 classes will be 
working with Khaled Hosseini’s historical novel 
The Kite Runner. They will also read Amy Tan’s 
short story “Two Kinds,” William Blake’s poems 
“The Lamb” and “A Poison Tree.” 
 

English 12 Honors- The seniors just completed 
their School to Work internship and are now 
moving on to the College Prep unit. Seniors are 
currently filling out college applications and 
writing their entrance essay. They are definitely 
digging deep to find an intriguing- non cliche- 
writing topic to impress Admissions. 
 

English 101- Students have completed their first 
Argument essay and are moving on to Cause 
and Effect. 
 
Yearbook- Students are busy working on the 
senior and soccer sections and are coming up 
with ways to make this book unique and our 
best yet! Because we are hoping to add more 
pages- which means more money to produce-  
we are going to be selling a 2019 Sackets  
 
 

 
Harbor calendar featuring student produced 
photographs. Calendars should be ready in time 
for the holidays! In addition, yearbooks can be 
pre-ordered through the Niahoure Storefont at 
any time, and when you purchase your 
yearbook online, you will receive 4 free 
personalized pages! Please take advantage of 
this amazing deal! It’s a wonderful way to 
include memories that are not included in the 
school sections. Here is the link to the 
Storefront: 
https://niahoure2019.picaboo.com/niahoure-
2019. 
 
 

How Can You Help Your Child at Home? 
L. Bashaw, N. Piiparinen, R. Berie and 

 I. Tocornal 
 
       All students need help at some point or another 
with homework, projects, and organization. 
Sometimes it is difficult to know HOW to help without 
doing too much or not enough.  Here are some 
suggestions to help your child at home. 
 
Homework 
       One way to help your child with homework is to 
start with a quiet place to do work with supplies 
readily available (paper, pencils, etc.) Then look at 
the planner/agenda together. Teach your child to 
check off completed work.  This helps them feel a 
sense of accomplishment and to visually see that 
they have tasks completed. This is a great life skill. 
Next, have them take out each assignment and 
decide which order to do them. Some students like to 
get the quick and easy ones done first and others 
like to get the more challenging ones done first.  Let 
him or her decide. Then check the quality of the 
work. 
 
Projects 
       Help your child make a schedule for long term 
projects.  Set small, manageable goals for each day. 
Then the project does not seem so overwhelming!  
 
Organization 
       Organization comes easy to some students but 
not for all of them. If your child is not organized, you 
will need to teach and reteach this at home.  Come 
up with a schedule for cleaning out his or her folders 
and binders. Don’t forget to clean out their backpack 
every week too. When your child is done with his/her 
homework, make sure they pack up everything for 
the next day and put it in the same spot every 
day.  Routines help build organization! 
 
       Routines and a little help from you can make a 
big difference to your child!  
 

https://niahoure2019.picaboo.com/niahoure-2019
https://niahoure2019.picaboo.com/niahoure-2019
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Mrs. Esposito’s English Grading System 
Grades 8, 10, 12 

 
Grade 8: 
 
Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at 
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition, 
please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about upcoming 
assignments and events! Simply open 
messages to send a text. In the part that says 
“To:” put 81010. In the section where you put 
the message, type @9eckf48. 
 

In the next two months, we will finish reading 
and writing about informational texts. In 
November, they will take a practice ELA 
assessment. It will not be a grade. It is for 
instructional purposes only. The unit after the 
assessment will be fiction. As always, they will 
be required to read a book of choice. 
 

Grade 10:  
 
Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at 
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition, 
please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about upcoming 
assignments and events! Simply open 
messages to send a text. In the part that says 
“To:” put 81010. In the section where you put 
the message, type @ekkbg9 
 

In the next two months, we will finish reading 
and writing about informational texts. In 
November, they will take a practice ELA 
assessment. It will not be a grade. It is for 
instructional purposes only. The unit after the 
assessment will be fiction. As always, they will 
be required to read a book of choice. This year 
the focus is making them independent learners. 
They must take initiative to learn the material. I 
have an extensive resource center to help them. 
My website is also full of videos and resources 
at their disposal. 
 

 

 

 
Grade 12:  

Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at  
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition, 
please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about upcoming 
assignments and events! Simply open 
messages to send a text. In the part that says 
“To:” put 81010. In the section where you put 
the message, type @ed8c92h. 
 

In October and November, they will be 
preparing for Workforce 2020. They will actually 
interview for jobs! In addition, they will be doing 
an independent study. They can choose what 
they want to work on. Some will be applying to 
college; some will be studying for the Regents; 
some will be researching topics of their choice. 
These ideas are just examples. They can do 
almost any independent study that incorporates 
the grade 12 ELA Common Core State 
Standards. 
 
 
 
 

The PE department has been busy rolling 
through this fall with the sports of soccer and 
football and enjoying the beautiful weather 
outside by using the walking trail. Students in 
grades 6-12 measured their cardiovascular 
endurance, muscular endurance, strength, 
agility and flexibility.  We are all looking forward 
to the opportunity to play some indoor games 
and sports such as using the weight training 
equipment, and playing floor hockey, basketball 
and volleyball just to name a few.  Hopefully we 
will all be able to enjoy the outdoors a few more 
times before old man winter makes his return. 
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The First Five Weeks 
Middle School ELA with Mrs. Nohle 

 

Sixth grade walked to the Hay Memorial 
Library.  During this trip, students were able to 
sign up for library cards and check out a book.  
They also watched a fun slime demonstration 
and learned about the various programs 
available.  In class, students have been working 
in guided reading groups and have written 
personal narratives. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade has completed their first novel in class 
and recently completed presentations to 
accompany this.  Both 6th and 7th grade had 
watched the helicopter drops at the Battlefield.      
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 High School 
Math News 

Mrs.  Timerman,  Mr.  Lagos and Mrs.  Butler 
 

With the first quarter well under way, the math 
department has settled into our normal routines.  
“Problem of the Week” questions are due each 
Friday in all classes, and count as quiz grades.  
As a reminder, the only way to study and 
eventually master math is to practice.  Students 
should be bringing home their books and 
notebooks as they complete their homework fully 
each night.  With the aid of parents our students 
will be mindful to complete weekly problems and 
daily homework in a timely manner, and take 
personal accountability for completing the work 
assigned to them.  Please question your child 
about their progress often, and if you have 
availability to a computer enroll in School 
Tools/Parent Portal if you have not done so 
already.   

Mrs. Butler’s Geometry students have mastered a 
flipped classroom.  Their homework is to watch 
video’s posted in their Google Classroom 
accounts and fill in the provided notes.  The 
following class period is spent practicing the 
lesson from the previous night.  With each video 
lesson only averaging 15-20 minutes, making time 
to complete homework should never be a problem.  
As a reminder all teachers are here until at least 
3:00 pm every day if they need to use a school 
computer, or get additional help.   
 
Our school website teacher pages are filled with 
pertinent chapter information, relevant links, and 
are vital components for achieving mastery on 
exams.  To reiterate, practicing math is the 
necessary tool for success outside of the 
classroom.  Remind your children to utilize 
academic enhancement period time effectively 
and if they think they “have nothing to do” our 
websites serve as a great study guide.  

On behalf of the math department we wish you 
and your family a safe and healthy 2019.  

 

Sixth Grade Math 
& Social Studies 

Grade 6 will be studying 
Ancient River Civilizations.  Ask your child which 
civilization they are researching.  Egypt? 
Mesopotamia?  Indus Valley or Huang He Valley?  
They should also be able to tell you what the 
requirements for a civilization are.   

In math we are still working on Algebra.  They 
should be able to tell you the difference between 
an expression and an equation.  They should be 
able to tell you the steps for evaluating an 
algebraic expression and the steps for solving an 
algebraic equation.   

Mrs. Leslie Gayne 

               

It has been a pleasure meeting and getting to 
know many of the students and staff at SHCS! 

 Living Environment:  So far, we have explored the 
Scientific Method and Life Processes.  As well as, 
cell parts and functions.  Soon we will interring the 
topic of Bio-Chemistry and how all of this plays 
important roles within the human body! 

On September 24th we had a successful trip out to 
Mill Creek.  We collected basic data and made our 
initial observations.  Our plan is to revisit for our 
second observation towards the end of October, 
as long as weather is permitting. 

 Earth Science:  Currently we have concluded our 
Earth Science prologue and unit on mapping skills.  
Students a great job planning out hiking 
adventures around many of the scenic trails 
around New York State, using their Topographic 
mapping skills. 

Next on our list is to explore Rocks and Minerals!      
ROCK ON!    

Ms. Jordan Davis 
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News from the Social 
Studies Department 

Mr. Greg Burns, Mr. Sean Haley, and Ms. 
Jonna St.Croix 

 
Central New York Council for the Social 
Studies Annual Conference 
The Social Studies Department is looking 
forward to attending the Central New York 
Council for the Social Studies Annual 
Conference. The annual conference provides 
multiple professional development opportunities 
to prepare for changes to the regents exams, 
learn more about topics related to the various 
content areas we teach, and collaborate with 
other social studies teachers. There are multiple 
sessions that cover Global and US History 
topics as well teaching practices. Our 
department is looking forward to attending 
multiple sessions throughout the day including 
but not limited to “Populism: Myth and Reality” 
by Professor John Langdon of LeMoyne 
College, “From Tarzan to Black Panther: 
American Popular Culture and Africa” by 
Professor Matt Carotenuto of St. Lawrence 
University, and a session on how we can use 
graphic novels about historical events to 
improve our students critical thinking skills.  
  
Enduring Issues Training 
The new regents exam in Global History and 
Geography II will be given to students for the 
first time this June. As part of our efforts to 
prepare for the new exam, our department 
attended a recent training with Donna Merlau, a 
representative from New York State Department 
of Education and a key contributor to the new 
regents exam format and implementation 
process. Our department was able to 
collaborate with Ms. Merlau and colleagues from 
across central and northern New York in order 
to be as prepared as possible to teach and rate 
the new exam. Our students are well prepared 
for the shift, and we look forward to seeing how 
they do in June! For updates concerning the 
new exam, please see 
https://www.engageny.org/resource/regents-
exam-global-history-and-geography-ii or contact 
Ms. St.Croix.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Character Education: Conflict Resolution  
The Social Studies Department has been tasked 
with developing the character education theme 
“Conflict Resolution” during the month of 
November.  Through a bulletin board and 
classroom conversations students will identify 
and discuss multiple historical examples where 
people or groups of people, on opposing sides, 
resolved their differences resulting in a more 
positive outcome.  Some examples include The 
Great Compromise between low populated 
states and large populated states at the 
Constitutional Convention, Alexander Hamilton’s 
support for his arch political rival Thomas 
Jefferson, Bernie Sanders and John McCain’s 
bipartisan support for many bills, the Paris 
Conference, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.   
 
Midterm Elections Significance 
This November is an exciting time to be a Social 
Studies student! While the Presidential election 
typically gets all the glamour, the midterm 
elections are equally as important; and this 
year’s midterm elections may be the most 
important election in recent history. With an 
ongoing special counsel investigation into 
possible foreign interference in the 2016 
Presidential election, there is a lot at stake. This 
is a perfect opportunity to learn more about 
roles and responsibilities of the different 
branches of our government, specifically 
Congress; which according to recent polling 
could see a change in party control. Students 
can expect to explore these current events 
surrounding the coming elections with a critical 
mind, and discuss their importance in 
maintaining a healthy and functioning 
democracy.  
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Business/Computer/Health 
Education News 

Mr. Fingar 
 
 

 
Sports Marketing 

In November and December, 
students will be managing 

their own sports franchise using our 
computer simulation program.  They will be 
controlling stadium operations and staffing, 
finding sponsors and licensing deals, and 
other marketing skills to compete with other 
students’ franchises.  

Keyboarding 

We will continue to learn 
how to touch type using 
TypingClub.com.  After 
learning all of the keys, we 

will use other Internet keyboarding websites 
to enhance our accuracy and speed. 

Computer Software 
Applications 

We are developing web 
pages using Adobe Dreamweaver.   
Students will produce a variety web page 
projects utilizing the skills they have 
learned.  They will also be designing 
personal web pages that will be published to 
the Internet.   

7th Software Exploration 

We are continuing to build our 
Microsoft Word skills.  
Students are learning to 
manipulate fonts, line spacing, 
margins, tabs, indents, bullets 

and numbered lists, and quick styles.  Soon, 
we will be using Microsoft Excel to  

 

create dynamic spreadsheets using different 
formulas, editing fonts and page layouts, 
sorting data, and creating and formatting 
accompanying charts.  

High School Health 

We have finished our units on 
mental health and we are now 
learning about making healthful 
nutrition decisions.  Topics 
include: influences on food choices, 
nutrients needed by the body, vitamins and 
minerals, and the benefits of plenty of water.   

7th Grade Health 

We will be learning about 
healthful nutrition skills, 
including nutrients needed by 
the body and other healthful 
nutrition facts and habits.  

After talking about the ingredients in most 
fast foods, students will hopefully think twice 
before ordering a double-bacon 
cheeseburger with large fries!   

 
 

Newsletter for the Band! 
Mr. Joseph Geraci 

 

The Sackets Harbor Sentinels are gearing up for 
an intense Fall and Winter! You can hear them 
at the November Veterans Day Celebration, the 
December WhoVille Parade, Basketball Games 
on December 7th, and the Sackets Harbor 
Winter Concert on December 13th! At the 
December 7th games, they will be hosting a Hot 
Shots: Chance to Win a Car fundraiser. They 
will be putting on the Haunted Theater on 
October 27th and the Children’s Haunted Walk 
on October 26th. Their fundraising efforts are 
bringing them closer and closer to their goal of 
purchasing new Marching Band uniforms! Stay 
tuned! 
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Mrs. Janelle DeCicco 

 
One of the goals of our Library is to create 
and support a culture of reading in our school. 
One annual activity that supports this goal is 
our Teen Read Week celebration. Teen Read 
Week is an annual week-long celebration that 
engages students in fun library/book themed 
activities and allows them to be interactive and 
involved in the Library space. This year, some of the 
highlights included a SKYPE visit with author Lisa 
Schroeder, a book themed Jeopardy match, and a 
crafting activity with discarded book pages. 
 
Maker Space News!  We have instituted a “Maker 
Wall of Fame” in the Library. When students come in 
to use the MakerSpace materials they have a “maker 
map” where they are challenged to do a variety of 
STEM activities such as complete Ozobot 
challenges, create origami, and create LED popsicle 
flashlights. When students complete the map of 
activities their picture is added to the “Maker Wall of 
Fame”. So far 6th grader Ryan McGuire and 7th 
grader Kyle Young have been added to the wall!  
 
Curriculum news! The 6th grade Information Literacy 
Class is completing a unit on Digital Citizenship. 
Throughout the unit students engaged with topics 
such as the dangers of oversharing information, 
privacy, cyberbullying, and learning how to find 
balance with technology use. One of the highlights of 
the unit was when the class divided into groups and 
created a skit on an assigned topic related to Digital 
Citizenship. They decided to expand on the 
requirements and create props to accompany their 
dialogue! It is encouraging when students are having 
fun learning and want to go above and beyond! 
 
Elementary Classes continue to come into the 
Library and learn a variety of skills. The beginning of 
the year is spent on practicing and reviewing fiction 
and non-fiction and how the Library is organized and 
now we are moving into author studies, typing 
classes, and even a “storybook stem” time with 
kindergarten where they participate in a stem related 
activity that is paired with a picture book that they just 
heard! So much fun!  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
~Music Notes~ 

 
Congratulations to Veronica Gibbons for being accepted 
into the Area All State Chorus. The concert will be on 
November 17th at 2:00 at The Crane School of Music in 
Potsdam, NY. The public is invited to attend.   
 
Congratulations of the following students for being 
accepted into the Jeff-Lewis Bi-County Festival 
Elementary Chorus: Lily Green, Kelsey Rios, Cicily 
Montoya, and Lillian Jareo. The concert will be held at 
2:00 on November 3rd at South Jefferson High School. 
Tickets are available at the door. 
 
The Children’s Walk will be conducted on the evening of 
Friday, October 26 from 5:00- 7:00 PM.  Parents are 
invited to bring their children, ages 12 and under, to a 
Halloween Walk. Activities include storytellers, games, 
and ending with a Halloween Dance at school.  The 
cost is $5.00 per child with a maximum cost of $20.00 
per family.  Costumes are encouraged. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
 
The Adult/ Family Night will be Saturday, October 27 
from 6:00-9:00 PM.  This year we will be changing 
things up a bit, and are creating “The Haunted Theater 
of Sackets Harbor.”  The event will take place in the 
recently renovated Sackets Harbor Ballroom, formally 
the Lake Ontario Playhouse. The storytellers and 
customers will all stay in the one building, each 
performance lasting approximately one hour.  There will 
be five – six haunted ghost stories, a photo booth, face 
painting, and a sleuth contest. We are still taking 
advantage of Sackets Harbor’s unique history and 
ghostly past through storytelling, but without walking or 
weather! Tickets are $5.00 per person.   
 
On November 2nd, the High School Chorus will attend a 
Syracuse Crunch Hockey Game in order to sing the 
Canadian National Anthem and enjoy a great evening of 
hockey. Please consider coming out and support our 
singers! Discount tickets are available. Contact Mrs. 
Deborah Davis for more information. 
 

"Students ready 
to skype with 

author  
Lisa Schroeder" 
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Spanish 7: Students are making great progress 
using a mix of Speed Spanish skills (a.k.a. 'The Magic 
Circle') and Comprehensible Input.  We just finished 
a story that uses the vocab from Lesson 2.  Ask your 
7th grader to show you the hand signals for the 
verbs in Lesson 2; dar, hablar, ayudar, comprar, y 
estudiar. 
 
Level I: Students have just completed chapter 2 
and are beginning chapter 3.  They did a good job 
overall using the verb jugar (to play) and they have 
a great familiarity with 'me gusta' (I like).  Day of the 
Dead is coming up and students are excited to learn 
more about the differences between American and 
Mexican views on death, dying, and the 
afterlife.  They've also participated in an Instagram 
project to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. 
 
Level 3: Students have finished a unit on 
performing arts and physical arts.  They've improved 
their skills using Spanish's two past tenses.   They 
will be working on the next unit, all about staying in 
shape, giving commands, and giving advice.  We will 
also be doing lessons to commemorate El Día de los 
Muertos. 
 
Grade 5 & 6 Spanish: The beginning of the year 
for both grades starts out much the same as 
students learn and relearn to say 'My name is..;' 'I'm 
from..;' and 'I'm well/so-so/bad.'  Students in each 
grade have been using Comprehensible Input to 
learn how to do this by telling a story about a 
personified piece of fruit.  They will also complete an 
activity to learn about and commemorate El Día de 
los Muertos. 
 
 
SADD: SADD just completed it's first fundraiser of 
the year, a Chocolate Pizza Sale.  We hope to make 
this an annual sale in order to fund events such as 
an After-Prom Party. 

 

 

 

 

Speech & Language News 
Ms. Smith & Mrs. Cooper 

 
Language Lessons in the Home 

Speech Therapy is so much more than 
practicing speech sounds.  Speech Therapy 
includes developing a whole range of language 
skills from vocabulary to reading 
comprehension.  Even a simple conversation 
includes a language skill known as “pragmatic 
language.”  Language development begins very 
early in life such as an infant smiling or crying 
and continues into adulthood.   Parents are a 
vital part of language development in the home 
environment.  Interacting, reading and 
conversing with your child are excellent ways to 
help him/her develop language skills.  
Frequently talk to your child and use a variety of 
words and descriptions to explain the world 
around him/her.  Some tips for language 
development in the home include: 

1. Talk to your child during meals, in the 
car, when shopping, cleaning, watching 
TV and any other time! Label and 
describe objects and actions in his/her 
environment. 

2. Ask the child about his/her school day.  
Sequencing language helps to build 
vocabulary, reading readiness and math 
skills.   

3. Keep a calendar, journal or scrap book 
with your child.  This increases the 
child’s knowledge of holidays, birthdays, 
months, days, and weeks which leads to 
language development and awareness 
of time concepts. 

4. Model proper language skills for your 
child.  Use correct grammar and 
sentence structure and expect your child 
to do the same.  Use appropriate social 
skills (ex: turn taking, eye gaze, 
manners) in conversations so your child 
can imitate your behavior and 
understand how to talk with others.   
 

Remember you are your child’s first teacher and 
are the most important model for his/her 
language development! 
 
Adapted from Super Duper Handout- Language 
Lessons in the Home by Robyn A. Merkel-
Piccini 
 



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PTO News 
Thank you to the special friends that came to 
breakfast with our elementary students, it was 
great having you all join us for this special 
event.  We would also like to thank everyone 
that shopped at our Book Fair, with your support 
we are able to provide equipment and material 
for our students.  The PTO receives over 50% of 
the profit from the book fair, we have turned our 
focus to purchasing STEM/STEAM material 
now.   

Thank you to those who donated a Dessert for 
our Dessert Walk at the Village of Sackets 
Harbor Harvest Festival, your support is always 
appreciated! 

Our first K-5 dance was a success (once the 
technical difficulties were worked out), thank you 
to the parents that helped chaperone and assist 
with the book fair.  A special thanks to Mr. Burns 
and Mr. Metzler for helping with the music.  With 
your help we were able to provide a safe, fun 
event for our elementary students. 

The Save Around Coupon Book sale is 
wrapping up, if you still have a book at home 
and do not plan on purchasing it, please return it 
as soon as possible.  We will be awarding the 
top sellers with $10 gift cards and the class with 
the most sales a pizza party.   

The PTO sponsored Mrs. Mildren’s and Mrs. 
Smith’s First grade class trip to Behling’s Apple 
Orchard where they picked apples to make 
Crockpot Apple Crisp.   

Upcoming events for PTO include: 

November 4th - Family Picture Day with Aperture 
– this event is held on Sunday from 12-4 pm, 
the cost is $10, and reservations are required.  
Forms were sent home with students in grades 
K-5.  If you need a reservation envelope, they 
are available in the offices at  

 

school (or feel free to email us at 
sacketspto@gmail.com for an appointment 
time).  The $10 donation to the PTO gets you an 
8 x 10 picture of your choice.  This is a new 
company from previous years and we are 
excited to have them come to take our pictures.  
Please complete and return the reservation 
envelope to secure your time.  

November 16th - Picture retake day - if your 
student did not have their picture taken in 
September or you wish to have a new picture 
taken, this is the day to do so.  We encourage 
all students to have their picture taken for the 
yearbook and for a student ID card.   

Beginning November 24th - The PTO is 
sponsoring the Christmas Tree sale for the year, 
trees will be on sale beginning Thanksgiving 
Weekend.  Trees will be available at the school 
and the Sackets Harbor Country Mart. 

December 1st - Breakfast with Santa.  Pancake 
& Sausage Breakfast will be served from 8:30 
am to 11:00 am.  More details to follow. 

The PTO is always looking for volunteers, even 
if you can only offer up an hour of your time 
once or twice a month, your help would be 
appreciated.  We have a lot happening and a 
little help goes a long way!  You can send us a 
message at sacketspto@gmail.com.  The PTO 
meets the first Thursday of the month at 6 pm 
(unless otherwise noted).  November’s meeting 
will be held on November 8th due to the Fall 
Sports Recognition Night. 

PTO December 6th  meeting will be rescheduled 
for December 11th @ 6:00 p.m. 

PTO December 8th Craft Fair at school in the 
MPR 10:00 – 3:00 p.m.. 

 

Thank you! 
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          Art Department  
          Instructor: Mr. Burris             

Elementary Artist Busy At Work:  Grades K-5 

Middle School Art:  Grades 6 and 7 

High School Art: Studio and Advanced 
 
Sackets Harbor Gallery is open each school day.  Please get a Visitors Pass from the Main Office before 
entering the Gallery. 
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MEET YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President 
Sarah Derouin 

Vice-President 
Courtney Brunet 

Treasurer 
Connie Flint 

Secretary 
Patricia Gibbons 

Athletic Director 
Jennifer Gaffney 

 
 

Booster Club Meetings:  
We are always looking for new members to join us!  
Booster club meetings are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month in the District Office 
Conference Room.  Please check your calendars 
and attend one of the upcoming meetings!   
 

November 21st @ 6:00 pm 
December 19th @ 6:00 pm 

January 16th @ 6:00 pm 

 
Concessions: 

IT’S BASKETBALL SEASON!!! We are looking for 
volunteers to help with our indoor concession stand 
throughout the basketball season.  Please consider 
helping us out for at least one home event.   
Concession dates will be posted on our Facebook 
page, as well as, on signup.com.  The link for 
signup.com will be posted on our Facebook page 
and our school website.  If you are not available to 
help at concessions, please consider donating one 
of the following: 

Soda (cans)  
Gatorade (12 oz.) 

Water 
Items can be dropped off at the booster club table 

during Open House or at the concession stand 
during any home game. 

 
Spirit Wear:  

We will have a selection of apparel for sale at the 
concesions stand thorughout  basketball season, as 
well as, at our online store!  Stop by and  be sure to 
purchase your spirit wear!  Show your patriot pride!  
Link to Online store: 
https://squareup.com/store/sackets-harbor-
patriots-athletic-booster-club-inc  
 

Upcoming Events: 
• Check out www.schedulegalaxy.com for the 

Patriots’ basketball schedule. 
• November 3rd 2018 – 8th grade and under  boys 

basketball tournament 
• December 27th & 28th. 2018 - Charlie Bridge 

Basketball Tournament 
• January 26th, 2019 – 6th grade and under boys 

basketball tournament 
 

2019 GOLF TOURNAMENT – SAVE THE DATE!!  
WE WILL BE HOSTING OUR 4TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT ON JUNE 8TH, 2019 AT THE IVES HILL COUNTRY CLUB.  
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 AM WITH TEE OFF AT 9:00 AM.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND JOIN US FOR A FUN TIME!! 

   
Facebook 

www.facebook.com/SacketsHarborPatriotsBoosterClub 
Our Website 

www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club 

https://squareup.com/store/sackets-harbor-patriots-athletic-booster-club-inc
https://squareup.com/store/sackets-harbor-patriots-athletic-booster-club-inc
http://www.schedulegalaxy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SacketsHarborPatriotsBoosterClub
http://www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club
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SCHOOL NURSE’S CORNER 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month 

 

 Currently in the US there are nearly 30 million people living with diabetes  
                        and another 86 million with prediabetes and are at risk for developing  
                                                        Type 2 diabetes.  Talk to your doctor about the risk factors in your family, take 
precautions and support the people you know with Diabetes!  
                                                                                                              Visit: www.diabetes.org  

Say “BOO” to the Flu! The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend everyone 6 months and older get a flu 
shot. Please talk to your doctor. We can protect and strengthen our own immunity by eating nutritious foods, 
taking daily walks / exercise daily, reduce stress, sleeping 8-10 hours and smiling daily! 

10 Healthy New Year’s Resolutions for Kids  

1. I will clean up my toys and keep my room clean. 
2. I will brush my teeth twice a day and wash my hands before eating and after the bathroom. 
3. I will drink more milk and water and limit soda and juice drinks.  
4. I will apply sunscreen before going outdoors. 
5. I will find a sport or activity that I like and do it at least three times a week. 
6. I will always wear a helmet when bicycling or boarding. 
7. I will wear my seat belt every time I get in the car. 
8. I will be nice to others and friendly to kids who need friends – like someone shy or new to school. 
9. I will never give out personal information or pictures of myself to strangers or over the internet. 
10. I will be thankful for what I do have and smile more every day. 

 

Make Health Your Resolution 

Healthy You: Make healthy food choices and be active. Wash your hands often. Be smoke free. Get enough 
sleep. Make a new friend. 

Healthy Family: Eat more meals together as a family. Grow a veggie garden. Encourage and support physical 
activity. Spend more time together. Be courteous and practice good manners. Say please and thank you often.  
Keep pets vaccinated and healthy. 

Healthy Home: Go green. Reduce, reuse and recycle. Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on 
every level. Keep cleaning products and medications away from children. Have a winter weather emergency 
plan. Never use generators, grills, camp stoves or similar devices indoors. 

Healthy Community:  Volunteer. Stay current on community concerns. If you have received help from others, 
try to repeat the gesture. Participate in neighborhood clean up and beautification days. 

Healthy Workplace: Stay home if you are sick. Wash your hands often. Take steps to prevent and reduce stress. 
Smile often and give at least 3 compliments a day. 

ENJOY A NEW YEAR OF HEALTHY POSSIBILTIES! 

Jennifer Johannessen RN, BSN 
School Nurse -315-646-3419 
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Costa Rica Trip Christmas Wreath Order Form 
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November & December 2018 Newsletter 
Spanish Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to our 2018-19 Spanish Club Officers 
Co- Presidents- Sofia Gray and Sydney Curley 

Vice President - Abby Flint 
Secretary- Sophia DeVito 
Treasurer- Corinne Martin 

 
 

Our Spanish group meets one Tuesday a month at 2:35 in Mrs. Berie’s room. Any student 
grade 6-12 is welcome to come to any meeting throughout the year. 
 
Spanish club has been very busy! Officers have been planning some very festive activities! We 
will be celebrating El Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) by making Dead Bread on 
November 1. We plan to make 20-30 loaves and shared with students, faculty and staff. 
 

Español 8 
Students are currently finishing their Personal Identification unit. They are learning vocabulary 
for description, family members and how to ask questions to get know others. Our next unit will 
be Community and Neighborhood. 
 

Español 2 
Students are currently learning about Reflexive verbs. They are creating a project that 
highlights their daily routines. 
 

Español 4 
Students in Spanish IV have just completed their first unit, travel. They created an ideal trip for 
their project. 
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Flamenco Show 
The Sackets Harbor Spanish Department will be hosting a Flamenco Dance Show on 
November 6th. There will be 2 shows. All of our Spanish students in grades 5th, 6th and 7th 
grade will attend the first show free of charge.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Spanish students in grades 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 will attend the second show also free of charge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High school students can attend both shows for a small fee. We are very fortunate to be able to host 
this show and provide this opportunity for all of our students. 
 
 
 

Costa Rica Pura Vida 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

 
Thank you to everyone that donated blood on September 17th. There were 23 blood donations that 
day! On average three people’s lives are saved from each blood donation. Approximately 70 people 
received help from that blood drive! ¡Muchas gracias a todos!   
 
There is another opportunity to donate blood! 
 

• Monday, November 26th from noon to 5. 
 

If we have 30 donors . . . The American Red Cross will donate $10 for each pint, but we must have 30 
donors. . .Please contact Señora Berie if you are interested in donating blood on November 26th! Save 
3 lives while helping Costa Rica travelers! 
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School To Work 
 
The senior class participated in the School-to-Work program for two days in 
October.  The District would like to thank the following businesses/organizations 
for their willingness to participate and provide our students with a successful and 
educational experience: 
 
 

• Belleville-Henderson Central School 
• Black River Elementary School 
• Cowles & Co. 
• Debbie Smith MT 
• Fort Drum 
• Family Chiropractic 
• FX Caprara Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
• Goodfellos Restaurant 
• Guilfoyle Ambulance Services 
• Harbor Paws 
• Jefferson County District Attorney’s Office 
• Mane St. Salon 
• New York Air Brake 
• New York State Police 
• New York State Zoo at Thompson Park 
• Pediatric Associates  
• Sackets Harbor YMCA 
• Samaritan Medical Center 
• Shaggy Dog Lodge & Day Spa 
• Sittin’ Pretty Pet Grooming 
• Syracuse Air National Guard 
• Town of Hounsfield Highway Department 
• Tully’s Good Times Restaurant 
• United States Army Recruiting Center (Watertown, NY) 
• United States Coast Guard Station Alexandria Bay 
• United States Marine Corps Reservist Station (Syracuse, NY) 
• United States Navy Recruiting Center (Watertown, NY) 
• Watertown Animal Hospital  
• WWNY TV 7 

 

College Open Houses 
The following colleges and universities will be holding open houses on their campuses for interested 
high school students on the following dates: 
Alfred State College- Sunday, November 4th  
Alfred University- Sunday, November 4th   
Clarkson University- Saturday, November 10th  
Colgate University- Monday, November 12th   
Elmira College- Saturday, November 10th  
Hobart & William Smith Colleges- Saturday, November 10th & Saturday, December 1st  
Ithaca College- Monday, November 12th 

Jefferson Community College- Friday, November 16th    
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Le Moyne College- Sunday, November 4th  
Mohawk Valley Community College- Friday, November 16th   
Morrisville State College- Saturday, November 10th    
Niagara University- Saturday, November 17th  
Paul Smith’s College- Saturday, November 10th   
Rochester Institute of Technology- Saturday, November 10th & Friday, December 7th     
St. John Fisher College- Saturday, November 10th & Saturday, January 26th  
St. Lawrence University- Monday, November 12th  
SUNY Canton- Saturday, November 10th  
SUNY Cortland- Monday, November 12th   
SUNY Delhi- Saturday, November 10th  
SUNY Fredonia- Saturday, November 10th                       

SUNY Oneonta- Saturday, November 10th   
SUNY Oswego- Monday, November 12th  
SUNY Plattsburgh- Saturday, November 17th  
SUNY Potsdam- Saturday, November 10th    
The College at Brockport- Saturday, November 10th 
The College of Saint Rose- Sunday, November 4th  
University at Buffalo- Saturday, November 3rd  
University of Rochester- Monday, November 12th  
Utica College- Monday, November 12th  
 
Most of the above colleges and universities allow you to register for their open houses right on their 
websites.  Mr. Tastor is available to assist students with registering for open houses.   
 
 
The College Application Process 

Seniors should note that college applications should be sent out by Friday, December 14th.  
Please keep in mind though that some college application deadlines are even earlier, as early in some 
cases as November 1st.  Students should make sure to ask for letters of recommendation well in 
advance!   
 Students can apply to many colleges online at www.commonapp.org.  Students can apply to 
SUNY schools at www.suny.edu/student.  Students can apply online for free to Jefferson Community 
College at www.sunyjefferson.edu.   
 Parents are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with Mr. Tastor should they want to 
discuss the college application process by calling 646-3329 or sending an e-mail to 
rtastor@sacketspatriots.org.   
 
 
Financial Aid Information for Seniors and their Parents 
 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid for 2019-2020 is available online.  You can apply for 
financial aid by going first to https://fsaid.ed.gov so that one parent and the student can get an FSA ID 
that will act as an electronic signature on the FAFSA.  Then go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to actually 
apply.  At the end of the FAFSA application, you can click on the link to apply for the New York State 
Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).  Students may be eligible for the TAP grant if they are New York 
State residents and are planning to attend college in New York State.  Some colleges require the CSS 
Profile to be completed in addition to the FAFSA.  Be sure to check with each college financial aid office 
to determine if you have completed everything required and what the deadlines are.  There are two 
excellent websites for more information, www.finaid.org/fafsa/  and www.studentaid.ed.gov/. 

The Sackets Harbor School Counseling Office encourages all families to apply for financial aid and 
please visit with us if you have any questions about the complex process.   

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.suny.edu/student
http://www.sunyjefferson.edu/
https://fsaid.ed.gov/
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fafsa.ed.gov%2f
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.finaid.org%2ffafsa%2f
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.studentaid.ed.gov%2f
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Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 19th from 12:15 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, November 20th from 12:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
scheduling a grades 6-12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call Ladonna Moore at 646-3329.  
 
 
WORKFORCE 2020 
On Wednesday, November 14th, the senior class will head to the Watertown Airport Hanger to 
participate in Workforce 2020.  Many different employers from various career fields will be on hand at 
this exciting event.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about different careers by doing mock 
interviews with a few different businesses and organizations. 
 
The purpose of the interviews is both to have the students evaluated as if they were on a real job 
interview and/or to allow students to ask questions of the employers to gain more insight into different 
careers.  Each student will interview with at least three different organizations.  Students will be revising 
resumes to bring to the event in English classes.   
 
Workforce 2020 will be a great opportunity for students to connect with local employers and see all the 
great career possibilities that exist right here in Jefferson and Lewis counties!!! 
 
 
 
ASVAB 
The Juniors will be taking the ASVAB on the morning of Tuesday, December 4th.  The ASVAB Career 
Exploration Program is a comprehensive career planning program that includes a multiple-aptitude test 
battery, an interest inventory, and various career planning tools designed to help students explore 
opportunities for after high school.  This is a great program for students to further their career 
development.  Please see Mr. Tastor with any questions.   
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The Sackets Harbor Central School Hall of Fame 
Sackets Harbor Central School District is excited to announce the 2nd Annual Sackets Harbor Central 
School Athletic Hall of Fame Induction, which began in the 2017-2018 school year.  The Hall of Fame 
exists to preserve the tradition of the Sackets Harbor Central School Athletic Programs by honoring 
those who have made significant contributions to our athletic heritage.   

 

We are asking that nominations be submitted no later than January 11th to the SHCS Athletic Office 
(215 South Broad Street, Sackets Harbor, NY 13685) or email scrandall@sacketspatriots.org.  The 
nomination form can be found in our Newsletter, on our website, on our Facebook Page, and hard 
copies can be found in either the Main or District Office.   

 

Important Hall of Fame upcoming dates:      

● January 11th - SHCS Athletic Hall of Fame Nomination Deadline 
● January 19th - SHCS Athletic Hall of Fame Committee Meeting 
● TBA - SHCS Athletic Hall of Fame Recognition Ceremony 

 

General Guidelines 

1. No individual may nominate his or her self. 
2. Nominees may be recognized posthumously. 
3. If a nominee is not selected within a period of five years, he/she is automatically removed 

from the list of active nominees. A second nomination shall remain active for a period of 
three years, after which it will be placed on a permanent inactive status. 

Student-Athlete Criteria 

1. Must have significantly contributed to the athletic heritage of SHCSD. 
2. Must have graduated from SHCSD and must have graduated for at least 10 years prior to 

their selection for the Hall of Fame. 
3. Strong consideration will be given to the following: varsity letters won; post season honors 

earned (e.g. MVP, Frontier League All-star, All-North, Sectional All-Star, All-American); 
leadership on and off the field; outstanding athleticism in more than one sport; collegiate 
level or professional prominence attained since leaving SHCSD. 

Coaches Criteria 

1. Must have significantly contributed to the athletic heritage of SHCSD. 
2. Must have been a head coach in one or more sports at SHCSD. 
3. Must have been out of coaching (in his/her primary sport) for at least five years. 
4. A coach with at least 20 years of coaching experience is automatically eligible, upon 

nomination, as soon as he/she discontinues coaching in his/her primary sport. 
5. Strong consideration will be given to the following: won/lost record; length of service; 

strength of won/lost record; graduation rate of his/her athletes; post-season playoff 
appearances; conference/regional/national sport committee service; respect from student-
athletes; championships won; number of sports coached; and coach of the year awards. 

 

mailto:scrandall@sacketspatriots.org
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Team Criteria 

1. Must have significantly contributed to the athletic heritage of SHCSD. 
2. Exceptional accomplishment(s) at and above the League level. 
3. Ten years must have elapsed before a team is eligible. 

 
Non-Coach/Non-Athlete/Special Contributor Criteria 

1. Must have significantly contributed to the athletic heritage of SHCSD. 
2. Must have served at least 15 years at or for SHCSD. 
3. Must have contributed an outstanding and/or special service to the athletics program. 

 

 
SHCS Athletic Hall of Fame Past Inductees 

Class of 2018: 
Charles Bridge, Jr.-Coach 
Jim Powers-Coach 
George Schatz-Athlete 
Lyle Weaver-Coach 
2008 Boys Basketball Team 
2008 Girls Basketball Team 
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SACKETS HARBOR CENTRAL SCHOOL ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
NOMINATION FORM 

 
Your Name:__________________________ Your Phone:_______________ Your Email:_____________________  
 
Nominee Name: _______________________________ Class: _____________ Living/Deceased? (Circle One)  
 
Nominee Current Organization & Position: _________________________________________________________  
 
Nominee Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Nominee Phone (Home, cell, and/or work): __________________________Nominee E-Mail: ________________  
 
Category: (Check one):  
____________ Student Athlete ___________ Special Contributor ___________ Team  
_________ Coach/Administrator _________ Other (please specify: _________________________  
 
Sport(s) nominee played/coached/administered/supported (if applicable) and the number of years involved with 
the program(s). (Please specify the years the nominee was affiliated with SHCS):  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Special contributions/accomplishments to SHCS athletics:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Special contributions/accomplishments since graduation:_____________________________________________  
 
Why should this person(s) be in the Sackets Harbor Central Athletic Hall of Fame? Attach additional statement 
and evidence (eg. newspaper articles, etc.) if necessary.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Other person(s) to contact form more information about the nominee:  
 
Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________  
 
Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________  
Address: _______________________________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________  
 
Submit form to:  
Athletic Office, Sackets Harbor Central School, PO Box 290, Sackets Harbor, NY 13685  
Phone: 315-646-1029  
 

NOMINATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE: January 11th, 2019 
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Sackets Harbor Patriots 2018-2019 Boys Basketball Schedule 

Day  Date  Opponent   Site and Start Time 
Monday  Nov. 26  LaFargeville   Away  6:00 JV 

Friday  Nov. 30  Belleville Henderson  Home  6:00 JV 

Friday  Dec. 7  Alex Bay@   Home  6:00 JV 

Saturday  Dec. 8  Lisbon^    OFA  1:00 JV 

Wednesday Dec. 12  South Lewis   Home  6:00 JV 

Friday  Dec. 14  Thousand Islands   Away  6:00 JV 

Wednesday Dec. 19  Lyme    Away  6:00 JV 

Friday  Dec. 21  Sandy Creek   Away  6:00 JV 

Thursday Dec. 27  Charlie Bridge Tourney*  Home                4:30 JV 
    vs. Copenhagen               7:30 Varsity 
            
Friday  Dec. 28               Charlie Bridge Tourney*               Home 

    JV Consolation     3:00 
    JV Championship                 4:30 
    Varsity Consolation    6:00  
    Varsity Championship    7:30 
 

Thursday Jan. 3  Beaver River   Home  6:00 JV 

Tuesday  Jan. 8   LaFargeville   Home  6:00 JV 

Tuesday  Jan. 15  Belleville Henderson  Away  6:00 JV 

Wednesday Jan. 16  IHC    JCC  5:30 JV 

Saturday  Jan. 19  New York Mills   Away  1:00 JV  

Thursday Jan. 24  Copenhagen   Away  5:30 JV                                     

Tuesday  Jan. 29  Alex Bay   Away  6:00 JV 

Thursday Feb. 1  Lyme $ %   Home  6:00 JV 

League Playoffs Feb. 4-12 
    Semifinals   TBA  TBA 
    Finals #   JCC  TBA 
    Consolation Game#  TBA  TBA 
 

Sectionals start February 15 

@ Garrett W. Loomis Homecoming Game 
*IHC and Hermon Dekalb are also in the tournament 
^2nd Annual “The Freddy” at Ogdensburg Free Academy 
$ Cancer fundraiser and Boy/Girl Doubleheader 
%Senior night 
#Depends on result of semifinal game 
Schedule is subject to change.  Please call the school at 646-3575 to confirm 
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12th Annual Jana Boulton 
Memorial Basketball Game 

Saturday, January 12th, 2019 
  
Sackets Harbor Central School will remember Jana Boulton with memorial basketball games on 
Saturday, January 12th, 2019.  Jana was an amazingly strong, caring person who left an indelible mark 
on every person she came across.  She was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis shortly after she was born, 
but Jana never once used her disease as a crutch.  She always exhibited a resilient spirit and a 
fearless attitude, and that made her so endearing to all who knew her.  Jana was a cheerleader, a 
member of the school marching band, and a volunteer with the Sackets Harbor Fire Department.  She 
graduated from Sackets Harbor Central in June of 1999, and began college to pursue a career as a 
respiratory therapist.  However, because of diminished health, she had to undergo a double lung 
transplant in November of 2002.  Her surgery was a success, but due to rejection and infection a few 
months later, Jana passed away in September of 2003 at the age of 23.  Jana’s courageousness, 
smile, and warm heart will always remain in the memory of all the people she touched.    
  

12th Annual Jana Boulton  

Memorial Basketball Games 

  

  

Date: Saturday, January 12, 2019 
Place:  Sackets Harbor Gymnasium 
Time:   
Women’s Game @ 2:00 p.m. 
Men’s Games @ approximately 3:00 & 4:30 
 (“old” guys game and “young” guys game) 
Who:  PAST and PRESENT COMMUNITY MEMBERS and ALUMNI are invited to play in the game, and 
ALL are welcome to attend and show their support in memory of Jana 
Cost:  $20 donation to play which includes a t-shirt  
Admission for spectators:  by donation to benefit the Jana Boulton Scholarship fund and the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation 
Celebrate: All are welcome at a postgame reception at the Sackets Harbor American Legion  
Contact:  Jeff Robbins at 778-1170 or jrobbins@sacketspatriots.org 
Please call or email to reserve your spot in the game! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jrobbins@sacketspatriots.org
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DATE EVENT TIME 

November 1 Freshmen Poinsettia Sale begins  

November 1 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

November 1 Fall Sports Recognition Night 6:00 p.m. 

November 2 End of Marking Period 1  

November 3 SAT Test  

November 3 Booster Club Boys 8th Grade and under Basketball Tournament  

November 4 PTO Family Pictures  

November 5 Winter Sports begins  

November 6 K-12 Faculty Meeting – NO LATE BUS  

November 6 Hispanic Flamenco Ballet  

November 8 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

November 9 Report Cards distributed  

November 9 Veterans Day Celebration 8:15 a.m. 

November 9 Celebration of Learning  

November 12 VETERAN’S DAY – No School  

November 13 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 a.m. 

November 14 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

November 16 PTO Picture retakes  

November 19 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences – Early Dismissal 11:35 a.m. 

November 19 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-7:00 p.m. 

November 20 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences – Early Dismissal 11:35 a.m. 

November 20 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-4:00 p.m. 

November 21-23 THANKSGIVING RECESS  

November 24-on PTO Christmas Tree Sale  

November 26 Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00-5:00 p.m. 

November 2018 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

December 1 SAT Test  

December 1 PTO Santa Breakfast with Santa  

December 4 No Late Bus  

December 5 Secret Santa Shop  

December 5 ASVAB – Parish Center 8:00 a.m. 

December 6 Secret Santa Shop  

December 6 K-5 Elementary Concert  

December 7 Secret Santa Shop  

December 8 ACT Test  

December 8 PTO Craft Fair in the MPR 10:00-3:00 p.m. 

December 11 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

December 13 Grades 6-12 High School Concert  

December 14 STANDARDS DAY – Early Dismissal 11:35 a.m. 

December 15 Class of 2020 Winter Ball 7:00-10:00 p.m. 

December 18 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 p.m. 

December 19 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

December 20 Progress Report Distributed  

December 20 Patriot Pals Holiday Party  
December 24- 
January 5 HOLIDAY RECESS  

December 2018 Calendar 
 


